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SESSION OBJECTIVE

Three Anticipated Learning Outcomes:

 To understand the variances in the functionality and design 
of entrance matting to ensure your matting program 
conforms to industry standards.

 To identify best practices and the role matting plays in 
sustainability and the overall health and safety of your 
facilities.

 To learn how to use existing and emerging technologies for 
program development and implementation.



THE ROLE OF ENTRANCE MATTING

Three Major Functions:

 Safety
Mats perform an important safety function in areas where contaminants, grit and 
moisture present a hazard. Water and dirt pose a significant slip and fall threat to 
pedestrians. Mats remove grit and contain moisture to reduce slip hazards.

 Facilities Maintenance
Dust and dirt tracked into a building may become airborne and circulate throughout 
the facility via the HVAC system resulting in poor air quality, pollutants within the 
building, and damage to HVAC systems. Matting is designed to dramatically improve 
the IEQ (indoor environmental quality) of a facility.

 Protection
Over time, depending on both the amount of traffic and the concentration of 
traffic, flooring will show signs of wear. Matting significantly reduces damage to 
flooring caused by pedestrian traffic and prolongs the need for replacement.



Entrance Matting is a Cleaning System

 Coarse Cleaning - Scraper Mats
• very aggressive brush action — removes coarse soil
• good for heavy soil traffic or as a first stage mat

 General Cleaning - Wiper/Scraper Mats
• aggressive scrubbing action — removes medium to fine soil, 

dust, moisture and contaminants
• good for medium to heavy traffic or as a second stage mat

 Fine Cleaning – Wiper Mats
• effective wiping action — removes fine soil and moisture
• good for medium to light traffic or as a third stage mat

DESIGNED WITH PURPOSE



BEST PRACTICES



BEST PRACTICES
 Every Outside Entrance Should Have Matting

• Dirt costs over $600/lb to remove from a facility
• Matting helps prevent slip and fall liability

 Use a 3 Stage Matting System 
• Scraper, Wiper Scraper, and Wiper Mats work together
• Proven to remove the most soil and moisture vs. a single stage matting program

 Encourage People to Wipe Their Feet
• 40-89% more dirt is removed from footwear by the active wiping of feet
• Use a program with tools and materials to facilitate education with the tenants and 

visitors of your buildings (ie. danceoffdirt.com)  

 Understand and Adhere to Industry Standards
• The amount of steps across matting matters. Ensure minimum required lengths are 

applied at each entrance and add as needed based on traffic and cleaning patterns.
• RULE OF THUMB: Persons should take at LEAST 5 steps on a mat to remove 80% of soil.

http://www.danceoffdirt.com/




UNDERSTANDING INDUSTRY 
STANDARDS

https://www.dropbox.com/s/xmbmcgu7rl4ont5/ANSI_NFSI_B101_6-2012.pdf?dl=0
https://www.dropbox.com/s/btnlmjnr28fcmvt/LEED_Canada_NC_CS_2009_Rating_System-En-Jun2010.pdf?dl=0
https://www.dropbox.com/s/2x4wlfhnt7ny8on/ISSA%20CIMS%20Standard%20Booklet%203000%20%282018%29.pdf?dl=0


RISK MITIGATION

https://www.dropbox.com/s/s3bqyybuyr5hkf4/CNA_Risk-Control-Slip-Fall-Study-General-Liability.pdf?dl=0


RISK MITIGATION

https://www.dropbox.com/s/a04dgq30ft82nwv/Workplace%20Safety%20Index%202018.pdf?dl=0


PROGRAM IMPLEMENTATION

SESSION ABSTRACT QUESTION:  With increasing demands on health 
and safety, cleanliness, employee and equipment efficiencies and 
productivity, sustainability, budgets, and more, do you leave matting 
programs to faculties to manage or do you develop a centralized program?

UNIVERSITY OF CALGARY CASE STUDY



https://issa-canada.com/docs/certifications/cims_casestudy_u_calgary.pdf


MATTING PROGRAM CASE STUDY

https://ucmapspro.ucalgary.ca/RoomFinder/
https://www.dropbox.com/s/fe7ay4qy3auaszb/UCalgary_Letter_KNA_01%20%28matting%20placement%20chart%29.pdf?dl=0
https://www.dropbox.com/s/bpz71zxxbpahx4j/Multi-Site%20University%20Assessment%20-%20SAMPLE%20DOCUMENT.xlsx?dl=0
https://www.dropbox.com/s/fe7ay4qy3auaszb/UCalgary_Letter_KNA_01%20%28matting%20placement%20chart%29.pdf?dl=0


SESSION OBJECTIVE CHECKLIST

Three Anticipated Learning Outcomes:

 To understand the variances in the functionality and 
design of entrance matting to ensure your matting 
program conforms to industry standards.

 To identify best practices and the role matting plays in 
sustainability and the overall health and safety of your 
facilities.

 To learn how to use existing and emerging technologies for 
program development and implementation.



Q &A
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